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Buffalo is a mammal. Usually the word ‘emme’ (buffalo) refers to the
female buffalo. ‘kona’is male buffalo in Badaga language. Buffalo is
referred to as water buffalo also. Its scientific name is Bubalus bubalis.
Genetic studies indicate that the buffalo originated in the Indian subconti-
nent. There are different types of buffaloes, like larger variety and small
variety. Even though wild buffalos are there, the term buffalo generally
refers to the domesticated animal.
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“emmatti’, lit. buffaloes hamlet, was a temporary hut with an open-air
kraal for grazing buffaloes during the dry season where grazing is avail-



able. Mostly these huts had two rooms. One is for the buffalo keeper to
stay; the other is for storing dairy products. Women did not stay at ‘emmatti’.
By the beginning of the last century, most of them had fallen into disuse.
Some of the erstwhile ‘emmattis’ were changed into Badaga hamlets.
‘emmaftis’ were prominent during the heydays when buffalo keeping was

the prime occupation of Badagas.

William Allister Noble, in his book “Cultural Contrasts and Similarities
Among Five Ethnic Groups in the Nilgiri District, Madras State, India,
1800-1963”(1968) has to say the following about Badaga “emmattis” or
“Badaga hundis”.

“The Badagas have for a long time used seasonal centers called hundls t
which consist of temporarily occupied huts and cattle-pens. The hundis.
located on western upper Nilgiri grasslands, are inhabited while buffaloes
and cattle are grazed near them in the dry season. The herds are brought
westward in February or March and are herded eastward in May or June.
During the days of the British Raj and before large grassland tracts had
been planted with acacia or eucalyptus trees, there were more hundis than
at present.

A listing of former hundis known to Ithalar and Nanjanad Badagas, along
with abandoned hundi sites seen during fieldwork, testify to this fact. All
persons using hundis must obtain grazing permits from the Madras Forest
Department in Ootacamund. A basic fee of 2.50 rupees and an additional
charge of 50 nayapice (100 nayapice equal one rupee) per buffalo and 25
nayapice per cattle head is paid for a three-month permit. Badagas using
grasslands must follow all the Madras Forest Department and Nilgiri Game
Association regulations. Because the Madras Forest Department desires to
end, slowly and tactfully, the use of hundis, opportunities are pressed when
Badagas living in them are found trespassing the law. Grazing permits
may then be revoked, but a series of fines will also discourage Badagas
from using the western grasslands.

The occupance pattern at each hundi is basically the same, but there is no
distinct hut type associated with hundis. In establishing Bhavani Hundi,
used in 1963, Badagas took full advantage of terrain. The hundi is located
in an area with more grassland than shola, where no trees have been planted
yet. The cattle-pen is bound by steep slopes down to two streams, a piled



stone wall, and a bough barricade. The dwelling-hut has a low sleeping
level, the necessary churn-pole for processing milk, and a fireplace set in
a low platform. Five calf-huts surround the dwelling-hut, and there is also
a separate calf-pen. All the hut walls were constructed with posts placed
next to each other, and roofs were thatched. Kinkara Hundi, also used in
1963 and located close to Bhavani Hundi, is situated next to a stream and
extensive shola. Post, branch, and log fences enclose a large circular cattle-
pen, a smaller cattle-pen, and a calf-pen. There are three calf-huts next to
a dwelling hut. The calf-huts have post walls, and the dwelling-hut has
stone walls. Grass thatching was placed over all the roof's.

During the 1963 season only one group of Badaga shepherds was con-
tacted by the writer. The seven men taking turns in living at Kinkara Hundi
were herding 92 buffaloes and 40 cattle. Livestock driven westward in
February were to be taken back in May. The herders came from Ithalar
and Poratti, where they left wives and other relatives during the dry sea-
son preceding the main agricultural season. Milk was daily supplied by the
Badagas to tea shops near the upper Bhavani dam site, where all activities
ceased during the westerly monsoon. Clarified butter was sold in the
Ootacamund shandy. The daily walk to the tea shops was about six miles
one way, while on periodic walks to Ootacamund by a different herder
each time a distance exceeding 20 miles was covered. Grains and other
edibles were obtained from homes, stalls near the dam site, and the
Ootacamund shandy. Milk and milk products, excluding clarified butter,
also formed a part of their diet. Livestock were being milked only in the
morning, but this was due to the fact that pasturage was poor at the time
(March). The herders expected grazing to improve as new grass sprang up
from ground they had burned over. Herding is a simple task, unless there
is a panther or tiger in the vicinity. Livestock may be left for long periods
after being driven out in the morning and will usually graze their way
home in the evening.”
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Badaga-Kasuva livestock centers:

Kasuvas living in the Mysore Ditch between the Nilgiri massif and
Moyar River work on plantations in the area, serve Badagas as livestock
herders... Despite biotic disturbances caused by annual fires and
grazing, several livestock centers where Kasuvas take care of Badaga
cattle are within savanna woodlands rather than on open grasslands.
Other centers are situated amidst bamboo and thorny thickets in which
there are grasses and adequate shade for livestock. Herds of elephants
(Elephas maximus L.) and gaurs range over the area. Pens for holding
livestock at night are constructed with posts and lashed on poles or
bamboos, often surrounded by brush piled densely to a height of six feet
or more. Large ovoid pens are typical; one measuring 110 feet by 80 feet
was observed. Dwellings built next to pens are often of a side-gabled
type with thatched roof. Their walls are of stone and clay, woven
bamboo, or woven bamboo and daub . A central section opened to the
front has a shallow platform and occasionally a fireplace. Herders use
this section to churn milk or produce clarified butter. They sleep on the
platform in hot weather, and sometimes sit there close to a fire while
observing elephants at night. To one side of the central section there is a
sleeping room and to the other a calf room, but additional calf rooms
may be built into the dwelling at either or both ends.

Buffaloes and cattle are herded by Kasuvas working for Badagas, but at
periodic intervals Badaga masters from the upper Nilgiris tend to spend
some time with their livestock. Badaga wives and children do not come
down, but entire Kasuva families live in the livestock centers. Badagas
pay Kasuvas for their services with .cash and in kind. One interviewed
Kasuva family received six rupees per week plus Badaga-grown grain
and vegetables, while another family received ten rupees per week plus
Badaga agricultural products. Furthermore, frequent issues of rice and
yearly issues of clothing are given. On a special occasion such as
marriage, gifts are usually bestowed.

Unlike the upper Nilgiri hundis. livestock centers in the Mysore Ditch
are used all year. Before livestock may be.herded, a general permit
costing three rupees and a charge of 25 nayapice per buffalo or cattle
head must be paid annually to the Forest Department in Ootacamund.
Comparatively large herds are kept. At one livestock center in 1963 there



were ten buffaloes and 150 cattle, while 40 buffaloes and 140 cattle were
kept at another. Excess of cattle over buffaloes may perhaps be
explained by the fact that the Mysore Ditch is a rather dry region. The
livestock centers are used for breeding, and grass near them provides
alternate grazing for Badaga livestock. Frequent livestock movements
between the upper Nilgiris and Mysore Ditch thus takes place. Dry cows
are taken down, and good milk yielders are brought back up. When
grazing is poor on the upper Nilgiris, but better in the virtually
uninhabited Mysore Ditch, livestock will be sent down in larger
numbers. There are always some milk yielders in the Mysore Ditch
livestock centers, so dairying is a necessary activity. Milk and buttermilk
may be consumed by Kasuva caretakers. Clarified butter carried up by
Badagas or Kasuvas is either sold or consumed by Badagas.
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Erstwhile Badaga Pastoral Camps (emmeyatti or
hallikadu) in their radial Circuits
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Badaga houses of yore

Writing in 1968, William Allister Noble, in his book “Cultural Contrasts
and Similarities Among Five Ethnic Groups in the Nilgiri District, Madras
State, India, 1800-1963” has to say the following about Badaga traditional
houses:

“Prior to 1840 the Badagas lived in a house type with front porches and
two rooms separated by a wall with a door. A smallfront door led into one
room, and there was a fireplace in the other

darker room. Thatched roofs were supported by posts, and walls made
with bamboos or reeds woven between the posts were then daubed. How-
ever, some houses had clay and stone walls (Harkness 1832: 36; Birch 1838:
103; Hough 1829: 89). According to data obtained by Jagor (1876:193-194),
each thatched clay and stone house in an examined house-row had an
entranceway leading on the right to a front room.This room had a right
side storage platform and a mortar built into the floor on the left. From the
front room a door led to a bathroom extending the full width of the house,
and another door led to a kitchen paralleling the front room. The fireplace
for cooking was located across from the latter door. At the right of each
entranceway there was a low porch and to the left a low porch and small
stall, or a stall only. Buffalo calves were sheltered in each stall. The
entranceway and features to right or left of it were protected by the single
side-gabled roof covering all houses within the row.

By 1870 some houses were whitewashed; by 1880 whitewashing was a more
widespread practice and house roofs were being tiled; by 1895 sleeping
platforms made from broad and thick planks were replacing interior stor-
age platforms; and by 1935 most Badaga houses had brick or stone walls,
tiled roof's, and sleeping platforms (Shortt 1868: 58; Grigg ej: al. 1880: 225;
Sastri 1892: 757; Ranga 1934: 5). However, despite these and other changes,
the Badaga house type as described by Jagor and others remains essen-
tially the same. Most houses now have whitewashed brick walls, and roof's
are commonly made with sawn timbers, corrugated iron sheets, and tiles.
Front entranceways may be located to the right or left. If there is a right
entranceway, a sleeping platform replacing the storage platf orm mentioned
by Jagor will be against the right wall of the front room. A mortar in the



floor and rotary quern (usually present) will be near the wall on the oppo-
site side, and all other features within the house will be arranged accord-
ingly. If there is a left entranceway, a sleeping platform will be against the
left wall, mortar and rotary quern will be near the wall on the opposite
side, and all other interior features will accordingly be reversed from left
to right. The room for bathing (himbara) no longer runs all the way across
the back, but is located behind the front room (ithamanai). The open door-
way between the front room and kitchen (ogamanai) is typically arched.
Over the kitchen fireplace, opposite the door, there is usually a flat woven
bamboo and cowdunged drying basket measuring three or more feet across.
This is especially useful for drying grains during monsoons.

Near the front kitchen wall there may be a sacred hagotu for milk storage
and processing, but many houses no longer have this feature. If a hagotu
is absent, the front portion of the kitchen is still considered sacred and for
men only. An upper storage platform (atlu) usually covers all or a portion
of the kitchen. This and small upper storage platforms covering portions
of the front room are reached by

a ladder which is sometimes set permanently into the central wall with
arched door. As in Jagor’s time, there is usually a porch to one side of the
entranceway. The calf stall on the other side is now replaced by a porch,
guest room with or without a fireplace, or a storeroom. Thus, if there is a
right entranceway, there will be a porch to the right, and one of the above-
mentioned features will replace the stall to the left. This relationship is
exactly reversed when there is a left entranceway.

The traditional house type may be modified. Poorer families, or individu-
als sharing the inherited parental home, may dwell within half-houses
formed by sealing in the arched doorway of the central partition. Two
arched doorways are then built into two walls constructed about three-
fifths the interior distance back from the front wall. The small back rooms
will serve as kitchens (Figure 17). Sometimes the basic floor plan is main-
tained, but the house is so enlarged that its front and back walls no longer
are aligned with walls of other houses in the house-row. The front porch
area is often converted into an airy room. As a mark of prestige, a few
Badagas have erected double-storied houses. The first floors in such build-
ings may have a floor plan similar to the one found in the traditional house



type, but the second floors have mixed rooms arranged in no set pattern.
Most of these houses were built during and after World War 11, and con-
struction dates are often conspicuously displayed on their fronts. An en-
larging minority of Badagas now live in houses which bear no resem-
blance to the traditional house type. Their houses follow no particular plan
and, therefore, represent an odd medley of house forms.”
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